Llangrove CE Academy
Handwriting policy
We aim for our children to leave in Year 6 with the ability to write using their own style of
fast, fluent, legible and sustainable handwriting, as well as other styles of writing for
specific purposes. In addition to teaching handwriting during our regular handwriting
lessons, we have high expectations that what is taught and practiced in handwriting
lessons will be used in all writing activities.
We believe that handwriting is integral to a child’s personal development and know that
children’s engagement and self-esteem can be improved by their satisfaction and pride
in good quality presentation.

Aims
Handwriting is a taught skill that develops at different rates for different children. All of the
teachers in the school put a priority on teaching handwriting and have high expectations
for handwriting across the curriculum. Our school uses Penpals for Handwriting to ensure
that:









The importance of handwriting is recognised and given appropriate time.
The progression of handwriting is consistent across the school.
Handwriting is acknowledged to be a whole body activity and emphasis is placed
on correct posture and pencil grip for handwriting.
Expectations of left-handed children are equal to those of right-handed children,
and appropriate advice and resources are available to ensure that they learn to
write with a comfortable, straight wrist.
Handwriting is linked into grammar, punctuation and spelling in order to practice
and contextualise all of the transcriptional and stylistic skills for writing.
Children learn to self-assess their own writing and develop understanding and
responsibility for improving it.
Children learn to write in different styles for different purposes such as print for
labelling a diagram, illustrated capitals letters for creating a poster, swift jottings for
writing notes, making a ‘best copy’ for presentation and fast, fluent and legible
writing across the curriculum.

Equality of opportunity
All of our children have equal access to handwriting lessons and to the resources
available. We recognise that some children take longer to develop the necessary skills
and we cater for those children by providing additional opportunities for skills
development. Children who need specific fine motor or handwriting interventions are
identified early and the impact of interventions is carefully monitored. Children with a
physical disability are catered for, and progress is monitored, according to their individual
action plans.

Year 1

Handwriting Expectations

I can sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly
I can begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and
finishing in the right place
I can form capital letters
I can form digits 0-9
I understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters
that are formed in similar ways) and to practice these.
Year 2
I can form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another
I start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters
and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left
unjoined.
I can write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and
relationship to one another and to lower case letters
I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.
Year 3 & Year 4
I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters
and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left
unjoined.
I can increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting for
example, by ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and
equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that ascenders and
descenders of letters do not touch.
Year 5 & Year 6
I can write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:
o Choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and
deciding whether or not to join specific letters
o Choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task.

